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Irrespective of partisan feelings. I like tlie old-
fashioned democratic tone of thy speech on the
right of petition. The Van Buren organ in this
district copied two paragraphs of it with approba-
tion. On the right of free speech and communi-
cations there will be a splendid opportunity to
maintain the vital principles of democracy; to
hold up before the nation the now universally
detested Sedition Law; to speak of those who
suffered by it, and to set the Democrats of Vir-
ginia and South Carolina of 1800 in battle array
against the position of these " chivalrous " sov-
ereignties at the present time. It will be sport to
see the " engineer hoist with his own petard."
I wish that some one of the Massachusetts delega-
tion would just tell the Southerners that the old
Bay State was never a slave State; that, al-
though slavery existed here, it was recognized by
our laws only as an existing evil, and stood only
upon its own execrable foundation of robbery and
wrong; that our courts of justice wer^e temples
of refuge for the slaves long before the Constitu-
tion of 1780. Thus, in 1770, a suit was instituted
by a slave in our judicial courts for freedom, and
recompense for his services after attaining the age
of twenty-one years, and the court decided in his
favor. Other suits were in consequence insti-
tuted, and all terminated in favor of liberty.
(Vide Dr. Belknap's answer to Judge Tucker.)
On the part of the slave it was pleaded that servi-
tude was a violation of the colony's charter, and
of the fundamental law of England, that no person
could be deprived of liberty but by the judgment